Dear Gentlemen
Whilst the streets will be quiet and empty this year, we can still join
our veterans and RSL to remember those who have sacrificed the
ultimate during previous conflicts.
MHSOBA members, families and friends are encouraged to join the
rest of the country this ANZAC day. At 0600 you can stand in your
driveway, on your balcony or in your lounge room to commemorate
those who served, those who died and those who are still serving.
A live ABC radio broadcast from the Australian War Memorial
will be available at 0600 tomorrow morning. To listen, go to
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/sydney/anzac-day-2020/12133324
For their ongoing efforts to find missing Old Boys who served in all
theatres of war, MHSOBA acknowledges and thanks William (Bill)
Latham, Lambis Englezos, Alan Gregory and Luke Savage.
Lest We Forget.
Peter Stathopoulos
President
MHSOBA Inc.

The School and WWI
Coming within the first decade of the school’s life, the Great
War had a profound effect on the school. The enlistment rate
by old boys was very high, and the Principal Joseph Hocking,
focused the school community on their service, with lists,
articles and photos in the school magazine.
The school magazine, Ours, was posted to old boys known to be
serving overseas, who would then write to the school about their
happenings, which would be published and sent overseas. A
number of photos and letters about the Gallipoli landing were
published in Ours within 3 monthsof the landing itself.
This
constant feedback tied the students and the old boys together.
Students also helped raise money and collect goods.
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By the end of The Great War, 1617 boys had left MHS, of who 593
are known to have served, 31 enlisted but were either rejected,
discharged, or the war ended before they served overseas. Another
3 may have served but at this stage, available records are insufficient
to confirm. To date, no old girls are known to have served in WWI
(though we know of 15 who served in WWII). Of the male staff, 98
taught at MHS before the war ended, of whom 12 served and
another 7 enlisted but were either rejected, discharged, or the war
ended before they served overseas.
We know of 98 old boys died who died during the war, including 4 at
Gallipoli on ANZAC Day (the first old boys to have died during the
war). Another 10 died during the Gallipoli campaign.
Another three times during the war were 4 old boys killed on the
same day, during First and Second Bullecourt 1917 and
Passchendaele 1917. 12 old boys were killed during the battle of
Poziers or the associated actions in July and August 1916.

The School and WWI (continued)
Whilst 14 were killed at Passchendaele and Polygon Wood in
Belgium during September and October 1917. The single biggest
loss of life of Old Boys on one day though was in WWII, 20 November
1941, following the sinking of HMAS Sydney. 5 old boys were serving
aboard her.
Of the Staff, 6 died during the war, including both old boys. After the
war 3 old boys died from influenza, 3 from illness whilst on service
or just after discharge and 2 died from the effects of war, one in
1920 and the last in 1924.
Of the boys who served in WWI, 118 also served in WWII, of whom 4
died whilst on service. 36 staff who taught at the school after the
war had served in WWI (1 died whilst serving in WWII), including 12
who were Old Boys. 13 staff served in both WWI and WWII.
Luke Savage, Honorary School Archivist

The School and WWI (continued)

Melbourne High has always had a close association with ANZAC.
26 Old Boys and two teachers were at Gallipoli – 11 of them
were killed there. One teacher (Aubrey Liddelow) sent back a
photo, published in the school magazine Ours, of him and his
men on the beach at ANZAC Cove on 25 April 1915.
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Another teacher - Walter McNicoll - was injured at Gallipoli and
highly decorate. Being repatriated home for short while to recover
from war injuries he led the first ANZAC March in Melbourne in
1916.While he had left MHS at this stage and become Principal of
Geelong High School, he was a foundation teacher of our school. So
Colonel Walter McNicoll DSO led the first ANZAC march held in
Melbourne, leading the 10th Brigade. The school has
commemorated ANZAC ever since.

Melbourne High has always had a close association with ANZAC
(continued)
One of those 26 boys at Gallipoli was George Langley. When
Langley’s ship the Southland arrived at their destination, Langley
now a Captain, was standing on top of the hold addressing his men
when the ship was torpedoed. Langley was thrown into the bilge,
was badly injured in both legs – eventually was hauled out
and managed to safely evacuate his men into lifeboats before
collapsing from his injuries.
Still 30 men lost their lives some from drowning. Because of this as
Principal of this school he introduced a policy that each boy had to
learn to swim before doing any other sport. While injured Langley
insisted on going on shore with his men. He was there until the
evacuation.
Asked to speak about ANZAC on the 50th anniversary Brigadier
George Langley CBE DSO ED Serbian Order of the White Eagle said:
That fateful Sunday morning of 25 April 1915, which marked our entry
into the European theatre of war announced to the world that Australia
had come of age – had passed its initiation ceremonies with honour and
distinction and was now entitled to be admitted to the Comity of Nations.
The events which followed in the various theatres of war in which
Australians played a part on land, sea or air only served to emphasise
our new status. The poet Henry Lawson was right ‘I tell you the Star of
theSouth shall rise - in the lurid clouds of war.’
Alan Gregory

